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WANDERING
WITH A CAMERA

Since becoming a photographer by accident, Spanish shutterbug Jordi
Estape has captured the sights and colours of 109 countries
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during the morths from October to
February and do another job the rest
of the year,” he says.

After giving up his job as a soft-

ware engineer— "I never liked it” - he

worked as a host manager for the
Barcelona Olympics for two years
and is now a project manager for the
Catalan government.

But what he likes to do when he
is in Spain is to make audio-visual
presentations about the different
countries. he has visited. at town
halls, educational institutions and

cultural centres, or to  produce

calendars for banks in Barcelona or

write travel articles for magazines.
He also hosts a TV programme on his
travels and has written two books,
Travel Arond the World in 80 Moons
and Markets of the World.

We reserve the most predictable
question for the last - which muix(r}'r
does he like the best? "Vanuatu in

the Pacific, New Zealand, Myanmar,
.Ethiopia, Argentina. ..

"he goes on. "1
wauld like to have a country that has
the best of all these places.”

I+ Photoaraphs from Jordi's Antarctica collection (above) and the Philippines (below)
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Ministry of Environment invites students to participate
in Oman Environment Day by planting native trees

In . conjunction with Muscat
Municipality, the Ministry of
Agriculture and The Art of Living
Foundation (AOL), the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Affairs
is kicking off a series of green
events on January 8 with Oman
Environment Day. The activities
will include tree planting, the
cleaning * of coral reefs and
beaches, mangrove planting,
educational visits to  nature
reserves, sports, painting and pho-
tographic competitions.

The main focus in 2009 is
planting trees. This drive is being
organised as part of the worldwide
initiative called Mission Green
Earth, Stand Up and Take Action
(MGESUTA). This drive was
launched jointly by the United

Nations Environment Programme
[UNEP), the United Nations
Millennium  Campaign  (UNMC)
and AOL with the objective of
planting 100mn trees round the
globe between July 2008 and July
2009. The initiative will go a long
way towards achieving environ-

mental sustainability, .one of the -

eight ‘Millennium Development
Goals. Since last October, almost

65mn saplings have been planted

in 37 countries; in Oman, 5,500
saplings have been distributed for
planting by AOL.

On Oman Environment Day, a
patch. of land near Al Sahwa
roundabout will be planted with
trees by some 200 students from
various schools. Native species like
the tlh (Acacia g ghaf

(Prosopis cineraria), simr (Acacia
rortilis) and sedar (Ziziphus spina-
christi) are most suited to local
conditions and have been identi-

 fied for planting. An educational

exhibition for ‘children on the
characteristics of these native

. plants and wider environmental

issues will be set up.
The importance of planting

‘trees today cannot be overstated.

Trees can help to reduce pollution,
improve the quality of soil and air
and replenish ground water,
providing succour in harsh, arid
landscapes and for many people
offering a means of sustenance.

For further details about tree planting
on January 8, call 93012307 or email
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DODGE CALIBER

= 156 hp, 2.0L, 16V dVVT engine
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